
 

Flow Chart of Federal Appropriations Process 
 

August-October  Formulation of President’s Budget  

    

February  President Submits Budget to Congress  

     
House Budget Committee 

Formulates Budget Resolution 
 Senate Budget Committee 

Formulates Budget Resolution 
Early May: 
Budget committees 
in markup 

    

 House Floor  Senate Floor 

     
Budget Resolution Conference Committee 

Reports out the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget 
June: 
Conference committee 
reports out the budget   
     

 House Floor Vote    Senate Floor Vote  
    

July: 
Reconciliation and 
appropriation bills  

 
 

 
 

 • Concurrent Resolution is Non-Statutory/ Not signed by the President 
• Spending Allocations and reconciliation instructions (optional ) sent to Committee of Jurisdiction 

     

 House Authorizing 
Committees complete 

changes in law to comply 
with the Budget Resolution – 

Budget Reconciliation 

 House Appropriations 
Committee reports 

appropriations measures 
that comply with Budget 

Resolution (1 year 
target) 

 Senate Appropriations 
Committee completes 
spending changes to 

comply with the Budget 
Resolutions (1 year 

target) 

 Senate Authorizing 
Committees complete 

changes in law to 
complete with Budget 
Resolution- Budget 

Reconciliation 

      
  House: 12 Separate 

Appropriation Bills 
 Senate: 12 Separate 

Appropriation Bills 
 

    
 

House Authorizing 
Committees’ 

recommendation submitted 
to House Budget Committee 

 12 House Votes  12 Senate Votes  

Senate Authorizing 
Committees’ 

recommendations 
submitted to the 
Senate Budget 

Committee 

           
12 Conference Votes  House Vote on 

Reconciliation 
 

  

 Senate Vote on 
Reconciliation 

      
  12 House Votes on the 

Conference Report 
 12 Senate Votes on 

Conference Report 
  

    
 President signs into law or may veto 12 Appropriation Conference 

Reports 
 

    

September: 
Reconciliation 
and Approp. 
repots 

 Budget Reconciliation Conference Committee 
Sub-Conference are held by Authorizing Committee 

 

     
  House votes on reconciliation 

bill 
 Senate votes on reconciliation 

bill 
 

     
  President signs or veto reconciliation bill  

 


