National Indian Health Board
18-09
A REQUEST FOR TRIBAL CONSULTATION TO DETERMINE THE DISTRIBUTON OF
THE $50 MILLION TRIBAL SET-ASIDE FOR OPIOID PREVENTION AND
TREATMENT INITIATIVES UNDER THE FY2018 STATE OPIOID RESPONSE GRANT
PROGRAM
WHEREAS, the National Indian Health Board (NIHB), established in 1972, serves all
federally recognized American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) Tribal governments by
advocating for the improvement of health care delivery and public health services to AI/ANs, as
well as upholding the federal government’s trust responsibility to AI/AN Tribal governments; and
WHEREAS, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration is the
principal federal agency tasked with protecting the behavioral and mental health of all Americans
and reducing the impact of mental illness and substance abuse; and
WHEREAS, the high prevalence of prescription and illicit opioid overdose deaths among
AI/AN people create a strong urgency for Tribes, federal agencies, and other stakeholders to partner
in a manner that seeks to improve the health of all AI/ANs; and
WHEREAS, AI/ANs had the highest drug overdose death rate by race every year from
2008 to 2015 and the highest percentage increase in drug overdose deaths by race from 1999 to
2015 at 519%; and
WHEREAS, traditional practices must be implemented where Tribes choose to utilize them
as treatment options for the best interests of their citizens and retention of cultural practices and
federal funding should support the use of traditional healing practices; and
WHEREAS, the FY 2018 Consolidated Appropriations Act included a $50 million setaside for Tribal nations and Tribal organizations within the $1,000,000,000 appropriated for State
Opioid Response Grants, but did not clarify a distribution pathway for these funds to Tribes and
Tribal organizations; and
WHEREAS, establishing a clear distribution pathway for the $50 million Tribal set-aside
is a high priority for Tribes across Indian Country to ensure robust access to funds in a manner that
eliminates competition between Tribes, recognizing that $50 million is not enough to fully meet the
needs of Indian Country; and
WHEREAS, the federal trust responsibility to provide healthcare and public health services
extends to all 573 federally-recognized Tribes and can only be fulfilled by equitable funding to all
Tribes in need of such funds; and
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the National Indian Health Board supports the
establishment of a clear distribution pathway for the $50 million Tribal set-aside within the State
Response to Opioid Grants program as well as the whole $1 billion appropriation for the State
Response to Opioid Grants program; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the National Indian Health Board requests that the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration hold a Tribal Consultation and
Listening Session and the seating of a national Tribal Leader Committee to determine an
appropriate and equitable distribution pathway for the $50 million Tribal set-aside within the State
Opioid Response grant program.
CERTIFICATION
The foregoing resolution was adopted by the Board, with quorum present, on the 10th day of April, 2018.

____________________________
Vinton Hawley
NIHB Chairperson
ATTEST:

____________________________
Lisa Elgin
NIHB Secretary
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