LETTER to contact your REPRESENTATIVE re: Rahall and Pallone Amendments
August ___ , 2009
The Honorable (Insert First and Last Name)
(Insert Office Address)

Washington, DC 20515
Dear Representative (INSERT LAST NAME):

Indian Country recognizes that our nation's health care system must be reformed in order to make health insurance and health care available to more Americans.  Indian people know from their own experience that many Americans, especially low-income individuals, often find it impossible to obtain the health care they need.  H.R. 3200, America’s Affordable Health Choices Act of 2009, takes important steps to improving access to health insurance and preventative health care services for all Americans.  However, the bill does not take into account the unique position of Indian health care system.  As part of its trust responsibility to Indian tribes, the Federal Government has the obligation to provide health care to Indian people.  I am requesting that you support Representative Rahall and Pallone’s amendment packages, which will help ensure that health care reform respects and fulfills the federal trust responsibility and meets the unique health care needs of Indian people.
The Indian health care system is very different from the mainstream health system in America.  The Indian health care system is not health insurance; it provides direct care to Indian patients and referral services for care that the Indian health system is not able to provide itself.  In essence, it is Indian Country’s health care home.  The federal trust responsibility to Indian people and the Indian health system often requires specific language to prevent unintended adverse consequences to this health care delivery system.  
The Rahall/Pallone amendment package will ensure that American Indians and Alaska Natives are able to enjoy the reforms presented by H.R. 3200 without being penalized for utilizing the Indian health system.  Moreover, the Rahall/Pallone amendment package ensures that Indian health care providers are able to participate equally in the reformed health delivery system. 
As you continue to consider H.R. 3200, we urge you to support Representative Rahall and Pallone’s amendment package that will help ensure that American Indians and Alaska Natives receive essential health care through the Indian health care system. 
Thank you for your ongoing commitment to Indian Country.  
Sincerely,
