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TESTING THE TESTS

Scientists are developing new tests
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HHS said it had also purchased 250 Abbott machines for the Indian Health Service, which
provides health care for 2.6 million Native Americans. But Tori Kitcheyan, chairwoman of the
National Indian Health Board, said the number of individual cartridges available for those
machines wasn’t enough for tribal members living on remote reservations with limited access
to any Covid-19 testing.
Abbott is currently manufacturing 50,000 cartridges daily and has vowed to continue
increasing production. As of Friday, it had shipped nearly half a million cartridges to doctors’
oﬃces, universities and laboratories that have placed their own orders, a spokeswoman said, in
addition to those purchased by the federal government. The rapid test machines cost $4,500
per device, while each cartridge costs $40.
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Detroit, was able to buy and deploy a large number of Abbott’s rapid tests shortly after the
company got approval from the FDA on March 27. The quick results helped reshape the city’s
response to the virus.
Since the start of the month, Detroit has administered more than 1,000 tests, initially focusing
on first responders and bus drivers who had been in quarantine, said John Roach, a spokesman
for the mayor. The city has already purchased 4,000 additional tests from Abbott and recently

said that rapid tests would be used at nursing homes and homeless shelters.
But for states, their comparatively tiny number of Abbott tests cannot make that sort of impact.
Oﬃcials in New York, at the epicenter of the coronavirus outbreak, said that their Abbott
devices wouldn’t be used until enough cartridges arrived to make them practical.
In Louisiana, another hot spot, Gov. John Bel Edwards said his administration had hoped to
deploy the Abbott tests to help health-care workers statewide so they could stay on the job and
preserve personal protective equipment.
“We have the machines, but not necessarily the cartridges to make a big diﬀerence,” Mr.
Edwards said.

Write to Dan Frosch at dan.frosch@wsj.com, Deanna Paul at deanna.paul@wsj.com and Ian
Lovett at ian.lovett@wsj.com
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