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COVID-19 Variants: Facts to Know 
 
Several variants of the virus that causes COVID-19 have been documented in the United States (US) and globally 

during this pandemic. The press frequently uses the terms “variant,” “strain,” “mutant,” and “lineage” 

interchangeably. New variants of a virus are expected to occur over time, since viruses continuously change 

through mutation. Sometimes new variants appear and then disappear. Other times, new variants develop and 

infect the population. 

 

Scientists are researching whether SARS-CoV-2 Variants: 

• Spread more easily among individuals. 

• Produce milder or more severe disease in individuals. 

• Can be identified by currently available viral tests. 

• React to current treatments being used to treat COVID-19 patients. 

• Will currently authorized vaccines protect individuals against them. 
 

Emerging Variants 
B.1.1.7 or United Kingdom (UK) 

Variant 

B.1.351or South Africa Variant P.1 or Brazil Variant 

First Detected: September 2020 

in the United Kingdom  

First Detected: Early October 

2020 in South Africa 

First Detected: January 2021 in 

Japan and Brazil 

Transmissible: This variant is 

related with increased 

transmissibility (spreads more 

easily and quickly than other 

variants) as of 3/1/2021. 

Transmissible: There is no data 

to indicate that this variant has 

any effect on disease severity, as 

of 3/1/2021. 

Transmissible: There is data to 

indicate that some of the changes in 

the P.1 variant may impact its 

transmissibility that affects the ability 

of antibodies generated through a 

previous natural infection or through 

vaccination to identify and neutralize 

the virus, as of 3/1/2021. 

Reported cases in the US: 2506 

confirmed cases as of 3/2/2021 

found in 46 jurisdictions in the 

US. 

Reported cases in US: 65 

confirmed cases as of 3/2/2021 

found in 17 jurisdictions in the 

US. 

Reported cases in the US: 10 

confirmed cases as of 3/2/2021 found 

in 5 jurisdictions in the US. 

 
For more information, or to learn more about SARS-CoV-2 Variants, visit the CDC at the links below.   
 
Interim: Implications of the Emerging SARS-CoV-2 Variant VOC 202012/01 | CDC 
Emerging SARS-CoV-2 Variants | CDC 
New COVID-19 Variants | CDC 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/scientific-brief-emerging-variant.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/science-and-research/scientific-brief-emerging-variants.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/transmission/variant.html

