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National Indian Health Board 
2023 Spring Infectious Disease Regional Institute 

AGENDA 

February 28, 2023 – March 1, 2023 

8:00am – 9:00am Registration and Networking Breakfast 

9:00am - 9:15am Welcome & Prayer Jaison Elkins, Muckleshoot Indian 
Tribe Chairman  

9:15am - 10:30am 
GENERAL SESSION I 
 
COVID-19 on Older Adults 

Denise Ross 
Health Director 
Chehalis Tribal Wellness Center 
 
Moderator: Audrianna Marzette 

10:15am - 10:30am Morning break with refreshments 
10:30am - Noon BREAKOUT 1 (choose one) 

 

A. PROJECT FIRSTLINE: 
Infection Control & Prevention 
in the Nursing Home Setting 

Sally Hutton, RNC, NHA 
Nursing Home Administrator 
Colville Tribal Convalescent Center 
 
Moderator: Moones Akbaran 

B. Multisystem Inflammatory 
Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) 

Reya Mokiao, MD, MS 
Pediatric Nephrologist 
Seattle Children's Hospital 
 
Moderator: Darby Galligher 

Noon - 1:00pm Lunch provided in the Grand Ballroom 

1:00am - 2:30pm BREAKOUT 2 (choose one) 

 
C. COVID-19 Prevention and 

Control in Tribally Controlled 
Schools 

Casey Sovo, M.A. 
Education Program Administrator 
Belcourt Education Resource Center 
 
Moderator: Moones Akbaran 

 D. We Got This 

Yvonne Oberly 
Chief Operating Officer 
Muckleshoot Tribe 
 
Moderator: Darby Galligher 

2:30pm - 3:00pm Afternoon break with refreshments 



NIHB Mission: 
To reinforce Tribal sovereignty, strengthen Tribal health systems, secure resources,  

and build capacity to achieve the highest level of health and well-being for our People. 

3:00pm - 4:30pm 

GENERAL SESSION II 
 
Closing Plenary with Portland 
Indian Health Service 

CAPT Marcus Martinez, P.E. 
Portland Area Director 
Indian Health Service 

 
CAPT Thomas Weiser, MD, MPH 
Medical Epidemiologist 
Portland Area Indian Health Service 
 
Moderator: Sarah Price 

5:00pm  Day 1 concludes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NIHB Mission: 
To reinforce Tribal sovereignty, strengthen Tribal health systems, secure resources,  

and build capacity to achieve the highest level of health and well-being for our People. 

National Indian Health Board 
Spring Infectious Disease Regional Institute

March 1, 2023 
8:00am - 9:00am Networking Breakfast  

9:00am - 10:15am 

GENERAL SESSION III 
 
Responding to COVID-19: Lessons 
Learned and the Future Ahead 

Kim Hartwig, MD 
Medical Director 
Nimiipuu Health 
 
Moderator: Sarah Price 

10:15am - 10:30am Coffee Break with light refreshments 

10:30am - Noon BREAKOUT 1 (choose one) 

 

E. How to Use CDC's COVID Data 
Tracker: Healthcare Workers 

Chastity L. Walker, DrPH, MPH 
Senior Advisor for Health Equity 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 
 
Moderator: Audrianna Marzette 

F. Clinical Services and Disease 
Intervention for Sexually 
Transmitted Diseases (STDs) 
During COVID-19 

Meghan Curry O'Connell, MD, MPH 
Chief Public Health Officer 
Great Plains Tribal Leaders Health 
Board 
 
Moderator: Katrina Everhart 

G. Pros and Cons of Traditional 
Medicine in Fighting Long COVID 
Symptoms  

Tom Anderson, MS 
Executive Director 
Association of American Indian 
Physicians 
 
Moderator: Jolene Keplin 

Noon - 1:30pm Lunch provided in the Grand Ballroom 

1:30pm - 3:00pm BREAKOUT 2 (choose one) 

 H. Vaccine Administration: Dos and 
Don'ts   

Dakotah Lane, MD 
Executive Medical Director 
Lummi Tribal Health Clinic 
 
Moderator: Moones Akbaran 



NIHB Mission: 
To reinforce Tribal sovereignty, strengthen Tribal health systems, secure resources,  

and build capacity to achieve the highest level of health and well-being for our People. 

I. The Role of Social Media in 
Increasing Vaccine Confidence  

Tommy Ghost Dog Jr. 
We R Native Project Coordinator 
Northwest Portland Area Indian 
Health Board  
 
Celena J. Ghost Dog, MPH, CPH 
Washington Youth Sexual Health 
(WYSH) Project Manager 
Northwest Portland Area Indian 
Health Board 
 
Moderator: Darby Galligher 

J. PROJECT FIRSTLINE: Back to 
Basics: Standard Precautions  

Matthew Ellis MPH, CIC, CDIPC, 
REHS/RS 
Institutional Environmental Health 
Manager 
Northwest Portland Area Indian 
Health Board 
 
Bryan E. Christensen, PhD, MEPC, 
CDR, USPHS 
Epidemiologist / Industrial Hygienist 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 
 
Moderator: Audrianna Marzette 

3:00pm - 3:30pm Afternoon break with refreshments 

3:30pm – 5:00pm BREAKOUT 3 (choose one) 

 

M. COVID-19 Preparedness 
Community Conversation 

Katrina Everhart, DOMP, M.Sc.,  
Infectious Disease Steering 
Committee  

N. PROJECT FIRSTLINE: Infection 
Control & Prevention Fireside 
Chat 

Joshua Farnsworth MsPH, GHE, 
BSN, RN 
Infection Prevention & Control 
Steering Committee 

5:00pm INSTITUTE CONCLUDES 

 


