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Abstract

This data brief examines the evidence of the success of the Affordable Care Act to increase Medicaid Coverage for American Indians and Alaska Natives in Iowa.  A review of findings from the American Community Survey depicts significant success in increasing the number enrolled in Medicaid.  It also modest success for American Indians and Alaska Natives with access to IHS services and more significant success for those without access to IHS-funded health programs. The overall decrease in enrollment in Medicaid was 4,900 or 40% for all American Indians and Alaska Natives. 
[bookmark: _Toc477079038][bookmark: _Toc499733313]Methodology 

The American Community Survey provides estimates of the number of insured, uninsured for American Indians and Alaska Natives (alone and in combination).  The one-year survey provides estimates with low error rates at the national level of analysis.  This analysis provides cross tabulations by sex and by access to IHS-funded health programs for the years 2012 and 2016.  The analysis is built on the comparison between the two years to the two variables of sex and access to IHS.  
[bookmark: _Toc477079039][bookmark: _Toc499733314]Findings
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	American Indian and Alaska Native Population 2012 and 2016

	2012
	2016

	26,887
	25,065

	
	

	American Indian and Alaska Native Uninsured  2012 and 2016

	2012
	2016

	4,486
	2,619

	
	

	Uninsured Rate 2012 and 2016

	2012
	2016

	17%
	10%

	
	

	Medicaid Enrollment 2012 and 2016

	2012
	2016

	12,294
	7,341




	


	2012 to 2016 Medicaid Enrollment
Total American Indian and Alaska Native, With IHS and No IHS Access

	Total Pop
	2012
	2016
	Increase 12-16
	% increase

	 Total Pop 
	 12,294 
	 7,341 
	 (4,953)
	-40%

	  Male 
	 5,693 
	 3,878 
	 (1,815)
	-32%

	  Female 
	 6,601 
	 3,463 
	 (3,138)
	-48%

	
	
	
	
	

	 IHS 
	2012
	2016
	Increase 12-16

	 Total Pop 
	 380 
	 888 
	 508 
	134%

	  Male 
	 145 
	 602 
	 457 
	315%

	  Female 
	 235 
	 286 
	 51 
	22%

	
	
	
	
	

	 No IHS 
	2012
	2016
	Increase 12-16

	 Total Pop 
	 11,914 
	 6,453 
	 (5,461)
	-46%

	  Male 
	 5,548 
	 3,276 
	 (2,272)
	-41%

	  Female 
	 6,366 
	 3,177 
	 (3,189)
	-50%

















[bookmark: _Toc499733316]Medicaid Coverage 
[bookmark: _Toc499733317]Medicaid Coverage of all American Indians and Alaska Natives

The number of Iowa American Indians and Alaska Natives with Medicaid declined from 12,300 in 2012 to 7,300 in 2016.  This 40% decrease of 4,900 Medicaid-covered American Indians and Alaska Natives is evidence of the impact of the decision not to expand Medicaid in Iowa.  29% of the total American Indian and Alaska Native population is covered by Medicaid in 2016 down from 46% in 2012.   26% of females, down from 49% in 2012, and 33% of males, down from 42% in 2012 were enrolled in Medicaid in 2016.






[bookmark: _Toc477079040][bookmark: _Toc499733318]Medicaid Coverage for American Indians and Alaska Natives 
[bookmark: _Toc499733319]with Access to IHS

The number of American Indians and Alaska Natives with access to IHS is too small for reliable estimates from the American Community Survey.
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[bookmark: _Toc499733321]Without Access to IHS

The ACS estimates that there were 11,900 Medicaid-enrolled American Indians and Alaska Natives without access to IHS-funded health programs in 2012.  By 2016 this decreased by 5,400 to 6,400 an decrease of 46%. In 2012 52% of females had Medicaid coverage and that fell to 25% in 2016.  Male coverage declined from 47% in 2012 to 30% in 2016.  Overall, 27% of those without access to IHS were now covered by Medicaid health insurance in 2016, a comparatively low percentage for states with large Indian Populations.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK6]American Indians and Alaska Natives with IHS access increased by 46 percentage points from 24% to 49%, but given the small number this estimate has a large error rate and caution is advised.  Those who indicate they do not have access to IHS decreased by 22 percentage points from 49% to 27%.  
[bookmark: _Toc499733323]Conclusion

Iowa joins a very few states with declines in enrollment in Medicaid of 4,900 or 40% for all American Indians and Alaska Natives. The uninsured rate for American Indians and Alaska Natives in Iowa declined from 17% to 10%, but Medicaid was not a part of this improvement in rates of insured and uninsured.




Source of Data:  1-year American Community Survey, US Census
Years:  2012 and 2016
No Foreign Born, that is, nativity is the United States.
American Indian and Alaska Natives Alone and In-combination with other races.
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[bookmark: _Toc499733326]The Percentage of Medicaid Enrollees with and without Access to IHS:  Iowa












2012 to 2016 Percentage of Total Population with Medicaid Coverage

2012	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	0.45724699668985003	0.42242338799436102	0.492244593586875	2016	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	0.29287851585876701	0.33037996251490898	0.25984842800330199	



2012 to 2016 Medicaid Enrollment:  
With Access to IHS

2012	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	380	145	235	2016	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	888	602	286	Increase 12-16	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	508	457	51	



2012 to 2016 Percentage Medicaid Coverage With IHS Access 

2012	
IHS	 Male	 Female	0.13547237076648799	9.0399002493765604E-2	0.195670274771024	2016	
IHS	 Male	 Female	0.59717552118359096	0.61054766734279897	0.57085828343313405	



2012 to 2016 Medicaid Enrollment:  
Without Access to IHS


2012	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	11914	5548	6366	2016	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	6453	3276	3177	Increase 12-16	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	-5461	-2272	-3189	



2012 to 2016 Percentage Medicaid Coverage Without IHS Access 

2012	
Without IHS	  Male 	  Female 	0.49472635163192402	0.46727869957045398	0.52141862560406305	2016	
Without IHS	  Male 	  Female 	0.27368733565187903	0.3046875	0.24769998440667401	



2012 to 2016 Medicaid Coverage by Access to IHS

IHS Access	
2012	2016	0.13547237076648799	0.59717552118359096	No IHS	

2012	2016	0.49472635163192402	0.27368733565187903	


2012	
Oklahoma	Nebraska	 Florida	 Maryland	Utah	South Carolina	 Iowa	Nevada	Idaho	Indiana	Wyoming	North Carolina	Wisconsin	50 States	North Dakota	37 States	Colorado	 Massachusetts	California	 Louisiana	 Illinois	Maine	Michigan	New York	Minnesota	Alaska	Washington	Arizona	Oregon	Montana	South Dakota	New Mexico	0.25	0.39045536202452502	0.21340483804336199	0.22268207269799101	0.26293130085487698	0.20674721984602201	0.45724699668985003	0.235074334898279	0.215316921661107	0.26794918624944197	0.30882728123139702	0.32739141644985098	0.37151133582033702	0.29553212947006902	0.28443573334592798	0.29767343718892603	0.27735983114956198	0.33997200461678201	0.27436488760310102	0.26363566722843601	0.30428534581229999	0.49921078452284501	0.32102436508177301	0.36855448811125502	0.36617094962311902	0.333115246346469	0.28816858758458702	0.37027813816062499	0.31069861226426299	0.37017201258229399	0.472455239021844	0.32456660007806898	2016	
Oklahoma	Nebraska	 Florida	 Maryland	Utah	South Carolina	 Iowa	Nevada	Idaho	Indiana	Wyoming	North Carolina	Wisconsin	50 States	North Dakota	37 States	Colorado	 Massachusetts	California	 Louisiana	 Illinois	Maine	Michigan	New York	Minnesota	Alaska	Washington	Arizona	Oregon	Montana	South Dakota	New Mexico	0.24	0.23826714801443999	0.241505520649058	0.27006796020880502	0.28953947111440997	0.29081875723133499	0.29287851585876701	0.294436126875805	0.30688356401783901	0.31189812972542802	0.314435379195253	0.32197332412392898	0.33718583332393698	0.339246360753448	0.34001509539941399	0.34179347925474801	0.34909129311917397	0.353527281807966	0.36170917623962801	0.36267671367717202	0.36871571952024401	0.37017107467384103	0.37335024887858997	0.37911540769054702	0.39297444640294299	0.39327107164668701	0.39445152158528002	0.42291934217572802	0.43606212599199601	0.44734229460650299	0.45792406289917598	0.46717177428474499	



Rate of Uninsured 2012	
Wyoming	South Dakota	Alaska	North Dakota	Oklahoma	Nebraska	Mississippi	Montana	New Mexico	Arizona	Utah	Idaho	Texas	37 States	North Carolina	 Louisiana	50 States	Wisconsin	Nevada	Kansas	Minnesota	Maine	 Alabama	Washington	 Iowa	Colorado	Oregon	New York	California	Michigan	0.26983587039714302	0.28946025794663099	0.35583531907274002	0.34750985902189102	0.28342476404608802	0.26970241349683699	0.31288262497247299	0.36272320123484197	0.33987738513466997	0.283301551919801	0.27803069317128398	0.25695962268491901	0.19683256312512901	0.22763447031124001	0.19102032205892699	0.21204228588938301	0.22112265847757601	0.179181854136158	0.29683098591549301	0.19387034983365301	0.20106128071554	0.15852566016808201	0.19102010834634101	0.216383936388262	0.16684643136088101	0.189538795895764	0.221758137485809	0.110287804317403	0.185864078382108	0.17050247291925799	Rate of Uninsured 2016	
Wyoming	South Dakota	Alaska	North Dakota	Oklahoma	Nebraska	Mississippi	Montana	New Mexico	Arizona	Utah	Idaho	Texas	37 States	North Carolina	 Louisiana	50 States	Wisconsin	Nevada	Kansas	Minnesota	Maine	 Alabama	Washington	 Iowa	Colorado	Oregon	New York	California	Michigan	0.31424995364361202	0.29078756111527099	0.27855814559902298	0.249951729827456	0.24814811979128801	0.22592969051207501	0.223273080832634	0.210920854481566	0.19811376229786301	0.19462801108505601	0.17044256083746701	0.16493749566744501	0.15647768998596601	0.14982683188161799	0.14915048480186699	0.145494968009097	0.14346291980285	0.13971608014703399	0.13148915427735799	0.131389698736637	0.129020140434016	0.120158383674298	0.118852144556127	0.10608162302429799	0.104488330341113	9.3328468975316603E-2	9.0700014374011803E-2	7.2241911441807499E-2	7.1051057499118095E-2	7.0967616655770796E-2	




2016 Total Medicaid	
IHS	No IHS	888	6453	


2012 Total Medicaid	
IHS	No IHS	380	11914	

2012 to 2016 Medicaid Enrollment

2012	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	12294	5693	6601	2016	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	7341	3878	3463	Increase 12-16	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	-4953	-1815	-3138	
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