
FY17 Marketing Performance
October 1, 2016 – September 30, 2017

Social Security 101 

Presented by:
Robin B. Fountain

Tennessee Public Affairs Specialist

Produced at U.S. taxpayer expense



Video Training Reminders
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 This event is public.  Please do not share any 
personal information, such as dates of birth or Social 
Security numbers about yourself or others during the 
Q&A portion of the presentation or in the chat feature.

 This information is current at the time of the 
presentation, but Social Security policy is subject to 
change. Please visit SSA.gov for up-to-date 
information on our programs.



How Do You Qualify for Retirement Benefits?
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 By earning “credits” when you work 
and pay Social Security taxes

 You need 40 credits (10 years of 
work) and you must be 62 or older

 In 2025, each $1,810 in earnings 
gives you one credit

 You can earn a maximum of 4 credits per year

Note: To earn 4 credits in 2025, you must earn at least $7,240.  

ssa.gov/planners/credits.html

https://www.ssa.gov/planners/credits.html


Your Age at the Time You Elect 
Retirement Benefits Affects the Amount
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For example, if you were born from 1943 through 1954:

 Age 62  75% of benefit

 Age 66  100% of benefit

 Age 70  132% of benefit

https://www.ssa.gov/benefits/retirement/planner/agereduction.html

https://www.ssa.gov/benefits/retirement/planner/agereduction.html


Full Retirement Age
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Year of Birth Full Retirement Age

 1937 or earlier 65
 1938 65 & 2 months
 1939 65 & 4 months
 1940 65 & 6 months
 1941 65 & 8 months
 1942 65 & 10 months
 1943 – 1954 66
 1955 66 & 2 months
 1956 66 & 4 months
 1957 66 & 6 months
 1958 66 & 8 months
 1959 66 & 10 months
 1960 or later 67



In Addition to the Retiree,
Who Else Can Get Benefits?
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Your Child 

 Not married under 18
      (under 19 if still in high school)

 Not married and disabled
before age 22

Your Spouse
 Age 62 or older

 
 At any age, if caring for a child under 

age 16 or disabled

ssa.gov/family/eligibility

https://www.ssa.gov/family/eligibility


Benefits for a Spouse
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 Maximum benefit = 50% of worker’s unreduced benefit

 Reduction for early retirement

 If spouse’s own benefit is less than 50% of the worker’s, they 
will be combined to equal to 50% of the worker’s

 Does not reduce payment to the worker

 Benefit is unreduced if claiming spouse 
is caring for a child who is under age 16 
or who has a disability

 Spouse benefits are not payable until 
worker collects 

 Divorced spouses may also qualify

ssa.gov/family/eligibility

https://www.ssa.gov/family/eligibility


my Social Security
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ssa.gov/myaccount

https://www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount
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Applying for Retirement Benefits

1-800-772-1213
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Survivor Eligibility Factors
Child Can receive benefit if not married and is under 

age 18 (or under age 19 if still in high school)

Disabled Child Can receive benefits beyond age 18 if not 
married and was disabled before age 22

Widow/er or 
Divorced Widow/er 
(Remarriage after 
age 60 will not 
affect benefits)

May receive full benefits at full retirement age 
or reduced benefits:
• as early as age 60 
• as early as 50, if disabled
• at any age if caring for child younger than 16 

or disabled 

ssa.gov/survivor

* Survivor application is not available online.

http://www.ssa.gov/survivor


Disability Programs
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SSDI and SSI – What’s the difference?

Social Security Disability Insurance Supplemental Security Income 
Payments come from the Social Security trust 
funds and are based on a person’s earnings.

Payments come from the general treasury 
fund, NOT the Social Security trust funds. SSI 
payments are not based on a person’s 
earnings.

An insurance that workers earn by paying 
Social Security taxes on their wages.

A needs-based public assistance program that 
does not require a person to have work history.

Pays benefits to disabled individuals who are 
unable to work, regardless of their income and 
resources.

Pays disabled individuals who are unable to 
work AND have limited income and resources.

Benefits for workers and for adults disabled 
since childhood. Must meet insured status 
requirements.

Benefits for children and adults in financial 
need. Must have limited income and limited 
resources.
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Social Security Disability Insurance
(SSDI)
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Social Security Benefits for Adults 
Disabled Since Childhood
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Benefits can be paid on the 
record of a disabled, retired 
or deceased parent to an 

unmarried child of any age 
if the child became disabled 

before the age of 22.

ssa.gov/family/eligibility

https://www.ssa.gov/family/eligibility


Who Can Get SS Disability Benefits?
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Your Child 
 Not married under 18
     (under 19 if still in high school)
 Not married and disabled

before age 22

Your Spouse
 Age 62 or older
 At any age, if caring for a child under age 16 or disabled
 Divorced Spouses may also qualify

https://www.ssa.gov/disability

https://www.ssa.gov/disability


16 https://www.medicare.gov/

https://www.medicare.gov/
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Supplemental Security Income
(SSI)

To be eligible for SSI, you must:
• have a medical condition that keeps you from working 

and is expected to last at least one year or result in death
• have limited income and few resources
• be age 65 or older
• be totally or partially blind 
• live in the U.S. or Northern Mariana Islands 

https://www.ssa.gov/ssi/eligibility 17

https://www.ssa.gov/ssi/eligibility
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SSI Requirements for Children

• Condition must be expected to last at least 12 months 
or result in death.

• If under 18, the child has a physical or mental 
impairment (or combination) that results in marked or 
severe limitation in functioning.

• The child must be either blind or disabled.  If the child 
is blind, he or she must meet the same definition of 
“blind” as applies for adults.

https://www.ssa.gov/ssi/text-child-ussi.htm 

https://www.ssa.gov/ssi/text-child-ussi.htm
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Income and Resources
 Your income – money you receive such as wages, 

Social Security benefits, and pensions. Income also 
includes such things as food and shelter.

• Children’s income examples:
• Child support
• Social Security auxiliary benefits
• Gifts

 Your resources – things you own such as real 
estate, bank accounts, cash, stocks, and bonds.

• Individual Limit: $2,000 / Couples Limit: $3,000

https://www.ssa.gov/ssi/eligibility 

https://www.ssa.gov/ssi/eligibility
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Living Arrangements

Living arrangements are another factor to determine how 
much SSI a person can get. Benefits may vary 

depending on where you live:

• In someone else’s household
• In an institution – generally $30/month maximum
• In a group care or board and care facility

https://www.ssa.gov/ssi/text-living-ussi.htm 

https://www.ssa.gov/ssi/text-living-ussi.htm
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Medicaid

 People who qualify for SSI 
also qualify for Medicaid.

 Your local medical 
assistance office will 
contact you for additional 
information the agency 
needs for qualification.

https://www.tn.gov/tenncare.html 

https://www.tn.gov/tenncare.html


Applying for Disability Benefits

22 1-800-772-1213
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When should I apply for disability benefits?

 Apply as soon as you develop a disability. 

 Processing times for an application for disability 
benefits varies from state to state. 

 We may be able to process your application faster 
if you help us by getting any other information we 
need.

https://www.ssa.gov/disability/disability.html 

https://www.ssa.gov/disability/disability.html
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Compassionate Allowances (CAL) 
 A way of quickly identifying diseases and other medical 

conditions that invariably qualify under the Listing of 
Impairments based on minimal objective medical 
information

 Allows Social Security to target the most obviously 
disabled individuals for allowances based on objective 
medical information that we can obtain quickly

 Is not a separate program from the Social Security 
Disability Insurance or Supplemental Security Income 
programs

ssa.gov/compassionateallowances 

https://www.socialsecurity.gov/compassionateallowances
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Disability Determination Services - State

 This state agency completes the initial disability 
determination decision for us. 

 Doctors and disability specialists in the state 
agency ask your doctors for information about 
your condition(s). They’ll consider all the facts in 
your case.

 
 They’ll use the medical evidence from your 

doctors, hospitals, clinics, or institutions where 
you’ve been treated.

https://www.ssa.gov/disability/determination.htm  

https://www.ssa.gov/disability/determination.htm


Extra Help with Medicare Prescription 
Drug Plan Costs 

 Medicare beneficiaries may qualify for Extra 
Help with Medicare prescription drug plan costs

 Needs-based program for people with limited 
income and resources

 Extra Help may be worth an estimated $6,200 
per year

https://www.medicare.gov/basics/costs/help/drug-costs 
ssa.gov/extrahelp
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https://www.medicare.gov/basics/costs/help/drug-costs
https://www.ssa.gov/extrahelp


Applying for Medicare and Extra Help

1-800-772-121327
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https://www.ssa.gov/people/aian/ 

https://www.ssa.gov/people/aian/


Q&A Session

Follow Us on Social Media!

@SocialSecurity

https://www.ssa.gov/locator/ 

Stay current on Social Security issues
www.ssa.gov/news
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https://www.facebook.com/socialsecurity
https://www.twitter.com/socialsecurity
https://www.instagram.com/socialsecurity/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ssa
https://www.youtube.com/socialsecurity
https://www.ssa.gov/locator/
http://www.ssa.gov/news
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